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"DO-IT-YOURSELF" HI-FI AT ADRIANCE MEMORIAL LIBRARY, POUGHKEEPSIE 
by Basil Mitchell, Senior Librarian 


A phonograph record player capable of wide range high fidelity sound 
reproduction has been recently installed by the Adriance Memorial Library, 
Poughkeepsie, at a cost well below the usual figure for library sound sys- 
tems of comparable volume and versatility. The installation is the result 
of a staff do-it-yourself project in which our library staff members selec- 
ted and connected the component parts, fitted the equipment into a cabinet, 
and solved the technical problems involved in matching headphones to the 
amplifier. Our success with the installation has led us to experiment with 
headphone attachments to portable phonographs for use in hospitals in con- 
nection with this library's service to the ill and aged. The techniques 
involved are applicable to a wide variety of sound-producing equipment, 
and we believe they may be especially useful to the hospital or institution 
librarian in work with the partially deaf, or in situations where the ne- 
cessity for avoiding noise makes it difficult to employ recordings, TV, 
or radio for purposes of teaching or entertaining. 


Though a record player has long been high on our list of things wished 
for, our budget would not permit us to consider those especially engineered 
library installations offered at prices in excess of $700. And on inquiry 
we discovered that to have a similar installation made for us by a local 
technician would involve a fee which, again, would exceed our finances. 


Staff Undertakes Installation 


Taking another tack, we found that advice was plentifully available 
from technicians employed by dealers in high fidelity equipment; the job 
of putting it together would be up to us. Despite a technical vocabulary 
which at first seems designed to intimidate the amateur, we finally gath- 
ered courage to undertake our own installation. 


The result is a smooth-working assembly, easy for the public to oper- 
ate and sufficiently versatile for use in library concerts, as a public 
address system, or as an auxiliary sound source for 16 
mm. film showings. The potential sound output is rated 
at 35 watts with a range of 30 to 13,000 cycles per 
second, which means that the sound is convincingly life- 
like and can be increased to a very high volume when 
needed. Total cost of the assembly was kept within a 
budget of $300. The price advantage of our installa- 
tion over sound systems especially manufactured for li- 
brary use was made possible through the elimination of 
expensive cabinetry and the technician's fee. 


Vol. 17 No. 9 -215- June, 1958 





The Adriance Memorial Library's experience with this venture demon- 
strates that the broad selection of high fidelity components which are 
marketed for home listening are readily adaptable to library use. The 
librarian with the few easily acquired skills necessary can not only ma- 
terially reduce the expense of a sound system for his library, he can also 
be sure that the one assembled is tailored to the space available and the 
performance characteristics desired. Results may range from a simple 
table model phonograph which he may equip with one set of headphones (min- 
imum cost, about $65) to a sound system accommodating a dozen or more 
headphone sets and a multiple speaker system for sound dispersal over a 
wide area. 


It is doubtful that an account of our activities in assembling this 
piece of library equipment will offer anything new to the Librarian who 
is already a high fidelity amateur or hobbyist, and certainly nothing for 
the technician. Details of the process may, however, be of service to the 
librarian who has had no previous acquaintance with such techniques. For 
this purpose the terms used in our report have been simplified, but will 
be recognized as sufficiently descriptive by any radio parts dealer. 


Tested Standards Followed 


Within the past ten years the high fidelity industry has risen to a 
position of considerable importance in the American scene, and the almost 
bewildering array of attractive products now seems to increase daily. For 
our own selection of turntable, pickup arm, cartridge, amplifier, loud- 
speaker, and loudspeaker enclosure we followed in so far as prices would 
allow the recommendations of the consumer magazines and the "Tested in the 
Home" department of High Fidelity magazine. When unable to afford the 
item named as "best buy" by the research organization, we took note of 
the standards on which the recommendation was based and assured ourselves 
that as many of the desirable features as we could afford were present in 
the item finally selected. 


Because we wanted our phonograph to be available to the public for 
use at all times during library hours, we wished it to be as uncomplicated 
a mechanism as possible. We selected a turntable and not a changer. The 
turntable is powered by a four-pole induction type motor and has a built- 
in lighted stroboscope. (Price, $49.50). The ideal motor is known as the 
hysteresis type, which is priced considerably higher; its advantage is its 
absolute stability of playing speed. We have found, however, that our 
turntable is stable in operation after an initial warmup period. The stur- 
dy 16" tone arm (also known as a pickup) selected is based on a principle 
of viscous damping. This gives a "floating" action for the prevention 
of unwanted resonances in the arm itself and for the protection of records, 
should the arm be accidentally dropped. (Price, $17.95). 


Long-Playing Records Simplify Library Use 


As the recofds to be used on our player are all long-playing we could 
avoid the complications and additional expense of dual styli, as needles 
are called today. The cartridge, a tiny electronic machine, measuring 
usually no more than 3/4" X 14", is located at the tip of the tone arm. 
Its function is to translate the mechanical vibrations of the stylus as 
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it follows the record groove into electrical impulses. There are several 
efficient types of cartridges on the market; it may be suggested, however, 
that the crystal and ceramic cartridges are not suited generally for li- 
brary installations because of their fragility. Our own selection was one 
known as the "moving coil" type with an LP diamond stylus. (Price, $37.50). 
In a dealer's special offer we were able to obtain the turntable, tone arm, 
and cartridge equipped with stylus for a total of $96.50. At this point 

a cautionary note may prove helpful. Prices should be subjected to care- 
ful comparison before purchasing. The prices quoted here are the prices 

we paid; we consider them to be representative of the lowest prices at 
which similar equipment is offered. 






As the control unit of our record player we chose a 35 watt amplifier 
recommended as a “best buy" by two consumer organizations. (Price, $119.95). 
This is a unit capable of producing a sufficient volume to supply several 
headphones and speakers. For installations where less volume is required 
an amplifier with a much lower output could be equally useful and would 
effectively reduce the cost of the equipment. 


The loudspeaker, a 12"' coaxial cone type, is also in the "best buy" 
category. (Price, $34.30). Perhaps the weakest link in our chain of 
sound is at the very end, when limited funds made it expedient to choose 
an enclosure which neither in weight nor in size is capable of handling 
the output of the speaker at maximum efficiency. This defect has not 
proved, however, to be a genuinely serious one, and the enclosure does 
have the advantage of being of a size for easy mobility when wanted in 
other areas of the library. (Price, $29.50. Both speaker and enclosure 
were offered in combination for $54.10). 




















The Problem of Cabinetry 





Directions for interconnecting the components were supplied by the 
manufacturers in carefully detailed leaflets accompanying each item. Un- 
less a library must be satisfied with simply ranging the components along 
a table top, some cabinetry is required. Fortunately for us, the problem 
of cabinetry was handled very adequately by our two building custodians, 

who are skilled carpenters. An old charging desk was fitted up very sat- 
isfactorily to house our record player. The loudspeaker in its mahogany 

enclosure is placed high up on top of the shelving in the same room. An- 
other library may choose to house the equipment by enclosing two or three 
library shelves, by fitting the components into a wall, or by making use 

of the well-designed, unpainted cabinetry now offered for this purpose by 
furniture stores and high fidelity dealers alike. 


Our next step was that of equipping the phonograph with headphones. 
This is the feature which sets the library sound system apart from the 
usual home record player and which permits use of the equipment in a Lli- 
brary reading room. As a beginning, we needed two headphone sets avail- 
able with each set to be controlled separately for volume. By this means 
two persons can listen at the same time. An arrangement of this sort re- 
quires: 2 pairs of headphones with a minimum rating of 2,000 ohms re- 
spectively (prices for acceptable headphones range from $6.00 upwards); 

2 volume controls rated at 10,000 ohms each (price, each $2.50); 1 STDP 
toggle switch (price, 80¢). Some lengths of single, insulated hook-up 
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wire will be needed as well as solder and a soldering iron. To protect 
the transformer of the amplifier against impedance mismatching, a resistor 
will be needed. Let us suppose that the manufacturer claims for the am- 
plifier you have selected an output of 20 watts at an impedance of 8 ohms. 
A good match in a resistor would be 7.5 ohms and 35 watts. (Priced around 
$1.50). 


On inspecting the output terminals at the back of *the amplifier, you 
will find conventionally a terminal marked "Com" (Common), and three other 
terminals marked respectively, "4 ohms," "8 ohms," and "16 ohms." To con- 
nect the headphones and loudspeaker with a switch to permit the alternate 
use of either, connect a single wire to the tap marked "Com,".and another 
wire to the "8 ohm" or to the "16 ohm" tap. Selection of the proper output 
tap should be based on the impedance of the loudspeaker. Connect the two 
wires from the amplifier to the power terminals on the STDP toggle switch. 
Two other pairs of terminals are available on the switch; from one pair 
the lines should be connected directly to the speaker; from the other pair 
the lines lead to the headphone connections. Thus, the switch permits the 
choice of either sound-producing medium. Between the toggle switch and 
the headphones the resistor is inserted. From this point on, the number 
of wires is doubled because two pairs of headphones will be employed. From 
the resistor, the wires lead to the volume control, and from the volume 
control to the headphones. Standard phone plugs and jacks form the most 
convenient means of connecting the headphones, and these may be purchased 
from radio parts supply houses for around $1.00. No hazards are involved 
in making these connections. The current in the line from the amplifier 
is voice coil current and will not shock or create fire hazards if the 
amplifier is operating properly. 


The number of headphones which may be used with a single amplifier 
is based entirely upon the power output of the amplifier--that is, on 
the amount of volume available. It is pessible to boost the volume of a 
small amplifier for headphone use by substituting an audio transformer 
in place of the resistor, coupling the second transformer "back to back." 
For a graphic description of this plan, see H. S. Renne, "Headphones for 
radio and TV," in Radio and Television News, January, 1954, pp.116-8. 


Headphones Easy to Attach 


The attachment of headphones to existing equipment, radios, phono- 
graphs and television sets is a simple procedure. Librarians in hospitals 
and institutions will find that the availability of headphones and pillow 
speakers will considerably increase the usefulness of sound-producing 
equipment and will add nothing to the noise level of wards or multiperson 
living arrangements. Connections of this sort may be made as follows: 

1. Be sure the set is disconnected. 2. Open the set and clip the two 
wires which connect to the loudspeaker. 3. Bridge the two wires from 
the set with a 7.5 ohm, 10 watt fixed power resistor. 4. Mount a stand- 
ard phone plug in the side or back of the cabinet and attach headphones. 


A report on "Hi-fi headphones" with directions for their installation 
and use was published in Consumer Reports, November, 1957, pp. 515-6. To 
the librarian considering the purchase of sound-reproducing equipment the 
following reports may also prove helpful: “Audio amplifiers" in Consumers’ 
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Research Bulletin, April, 1957, pp. 15-7; "Hi-fi servicing problems" in 
Consumers’ Research Bulletin, February, 1957, p. 30; "Hi-fi amplifiers" 

in Consumer Reports, May, 1957, pp. 228-34; "Hi-fi turntables" in Consumer 
Reports, September, 1956, pp. 429-34; "Hi-fi pickup arms," in Consumer 
Reports, May, 1956, pp. 245-51; "Hi-fi record playing equipment" in Con- 
sumer Reports, February, 1957, pp. 66-7; and "High fidelity and records" 

in the Consumers' Research Annual, September, 1956, pp. 147-55. A complete 
index covering the years 1951-57 to the "Tested in the home” reports on 
audio equipment is included in the December, 1957, issue of High Fidelity 
magazine, pp. 146+. 


For the librarian who is concerned with the use of audio equipment 


for the first time, Charles Fowler's High fidelity, a practical guide 
(New York, McGraw, 1956) provides a good introduction. 


The Adriance Memorial Library has prepared a reading list on high 
fidelity, copies of which are available on request. 


In oversimplified, schematic form the basic components and 
connections in a phonograph record player assembly are shown. 
A, the turntable. B, the pickup, or tone arm. C, the car- 
tridge is installed in the tone arm at this point. D, the 
amplifier. E, the scheme for connecting the STDP toggle 
switch. F, the loudspeaker. G, the resistor. H, first vol- 
ume control. I, second volume control. J, first headphone 
set. K, second headphone set. 
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Recent Rooks 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Badeau, J.S. The lands between. Friendship. $2.95. 

The president of the Near East Foundation, former president of the 
American University at Cairo, Egypt, offers in brief compass an in- 
forming, sympathetic interpretation of the people of the Middle East, 
their culture and religion. Maps. A selected booklist, index. 953 
In Middle East pilgrimage, by R.P. Johnson (Friendship. $2.95. 266), 
a Presbyterian minister with missionary service in the Middle East 
describes the impact of Western civilization on this area, discussing 
the problems confronting the Christian church in helping to create a 
“better life on all levels." Map. Appendixes, reading list. 


Barnard, Harry. Independent man; the life of Senator James Couzens. 
Scribner. $5.95. 

Vivid, interesting portrayal of the highly individual, resourceful 
Canadian boy who became Ford's "partner" and in 1915 when a multi- 
millionaire resigned to engage in a new series of careers as Police 
Commissioner, Mayor of Detroit and U.S. Senator, champion of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. Portrait. Notes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


Burrows, Millar. More light on the Dead Sea scrolls; new scrolls and 
new interpretations, with translations of important recent discoveries. 
Viking. $6.50. 

Successor to The Dead Sea scrolls (1955), this readable volume deals 
with discoveries since that date, explanations by scholars and the 
author's evaluations. Map. Appendixes, bibliography, index. 221.44 


Callard, Keith. Pakistan; a political study. Macmillan. $6. 

Based on visits to the country and thorough research, this valuable 
book, issued in cooperation with the Institute of Pacific Relations, 
is concerned with the background of the new Pakistani state, the de- 
cline of the Muslim League, government, politics, religion, public 
services and international policy. Appendixes, glossary, index. 954.7 


Chisholm, Brock. Can people learn to learn? how to know each other. 
Harper. $3. 


Sane and stimulating presentation of other nations’ preoccupations 


and present-day concepts that need revising to produce "responsible 
world citizens." 301 


YP *Clevely, Hugh. Famous fires. Day. $3.50. 
R Describes the causes and results in loss of life and property of 
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"notable conflagrations on land, sea, and in the air—none of which 
should ever have happened" (subtitle) and suggests methods of fire 
prevention and extinguishing. Photographs. 614.84 




















Cook, R.L. The dimensions of Robert Frost. Rinehart. $3.95. 

To show "how deeply his poetry reflects the heart and mind of man" 
is the main aim of this absorbing study by a teacher of English and 
American literature at Middlebury College who has known Robert Frost 
for 30 years. Key, index. 811.5 








*Ditzen, L.R. Secrets of self-mastery; an inspirational guide to the 
RH mastery of life. Holt. $3.50. 
In helpful, poetically expressed chapters, the minister of the Reformed 
Church, Bronxville, New York, deals wisely with such difficulties as 
tension, fear, indecision and other blocks to mental and spiritual 
security. 248 






























Eisenschiml, Otto. Why the Civil War? Bobbs-Merrill. $3.75. 

RH The author of Why was Lincoln murdered? (1937) turns in another pro- 
vocative piece of historical detection as he freshly examines "some 
aspects of the Civil War which are still shrouded in obscurity." 
Notes, bibliography, index. 973.71 

YP The guns at Gettysburg, by F.D. Downey (McKay. $5. 973.73) graph- 

R ically reconstructs the three crucial July days of 1863 from the 

viewpoint of the artillery of both the Union and the Confederacy. 

Battle maps, photographs, drawings. Appendixes, notes and references, 

bibliography, index. 

The Battle of Gettysburg, by F.A. Haskell (Houghton. $3.50. 973.73), 

a Union officer's little-known account of the conflict in which he 

participated, is newly edited for the general reader who will appre- 

ciate and enjoy the immediacy of the writing. Maps. Index. 

An end to valor; the last days of the Civil War, by P.V. Stern (Hough- 

ton. $5.75. 973.738) vivifies the 12-week period between March 4 and 

May 23-24, 1865, using letters and firsthand reports of Lincoln's last 

years. Endpaper map, photographs. Appendix, source notes, bibliog- 

raphy, index. 


~ 





- 









Y Ewen, Harry. Modern judo and self-defence. Emerson. $3.95. 
Clearly sets forth successive steps in a popular sport that may be 
practiced for better health or defense. Well illustrated. Rules, 
glossary, index. 796.81 






Fadiman, Clifton, ed. Fantasia mathematica; being a set of stories, 
together with a group of oddments and diversions, all drawn from the 
universe of mathematics. Simon & Schuster. $4.95. 

An anthology with enlightening introduction to pieces chosen to stim- 
ulate the nonmathematician, arranged under the headings, "Odd Numbers," 
"Imaginaries," "Fractions." 808 .8 












Gatland, K.W. & Dempster, D.D. The inhabited universe; an inquiry 
staged on the frontiers of knowledge. McKay. $3.95. 

Scientific speculation lucidly presented on the evolution of man, his 
place in the universe and his future in this nuclear age will greatly 
interest the intelligent reader. Photographs, charts, drawings. Bib- 
liograhy, index. | $23.1 
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Spacepower; what it means to you, by Donald Cox and Michael Stoiko 
(Winston. $4.50. 629.138) is a well-faunded discussion of rocketry, 
yesterday, today and tomorrow, the fundamentals of space sociology 
and law and the possible organization of a United Nations Space Pro- 
gram. Photographs in color and black and white, many figures. Index. 
Only a trillion, by Isaac Asimov (Abelard-Schuman. $3.50. 504) is 

a collection of articles, many reprinted, dealing colorfully with 
varied aspects of present-day science. Tables, figures. 


Gilbreth, F.B. Jr. How to be a father. Crowell. $2.95. 

Brief, breezy chapters alert the expectant father to what he should 
and should not do or say when faced with the prospect of parenthood 
and care of an infant. Expressive line drawings. 173.5 


Graham, Frank, Jr. Casey Stengel; his half-century in baseball. Day. 
$3.50. 

A legend comes to life in a direct, anecdotal and affectionate portrait 
of the spunky, Kansas city boy who won fame as manager of the Yankees 
and trainer of men. Photographs. B or 92 


Grider, George. War fish, as told to Lydel Sims. Little. $4. 

Thrilling account of the life of a U.S. submatine crew in battle and 
on shore, by the captain of the "Flasher", credited with the record 
for enemy tonnage sunk during World War II. 940 .54 


*Gruenberg, Mrs. S.M. The parents' guide to everyday problems of boys 
and girls; helping your child from five to twelve. Random. $4.95. 
Frank, understanding discussion of the problems of school-age children 
with examples of handling drawn from the experiences of many parents. 
Charts. Helpful reading, sources of special information, index. 136.7 


Hale, Nancy. A New England girlhood. Little. $3.75. 

Spiced with wit and the apt phrase, charming, sensitive chapters re- 
veal memories of the past—a lost ring, elderly relatives, debutante 
parties. All but three appeared in The New Yorker. 818.5 


Hofmann, Modest, & Pierre, Andre. By deeds of truth, the life of Leo 
Tolstoy; tr. from the French. Crown. $4. 

Delightfully readable, well-researched biography, drawing frequently 
on the great Russian novelist's writings to evoke 19th century back- 
ground, family influences and the personal characteristics of "a 
complex man."" Illustrations. Appendix. B or 92 


Keller, Allan. Thunder at Harper's Ferry, Prentice-Hall. $4.95. 

In a compelling, detailed narration of John Brown's and his followers' 
stormy move for abolition, the dramatic raid at Harper's Ferry is 
vigorously re-created. Photographs. Bibliography, index. 973.68 


YP *Knies, Donald. Walk the wide world. Dodd. $4. 

RH Armed with a Yukon pack and stopping at youth hostels, private homes, 
an occasional hotel or out-of-doors, the author hitchhiked through 
48 countries in 26 months, finding "an open mind and a smile" brought 
welcome from people everywhere. Endpaper maps, photographs. 910.41 
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Leasor, James. The millionth chance. Reynal. $4. 

RH Dramatic reconstruction of "the story of the R.101" (subtitle), Brit- 
ain's great airship which crashed in 1930 on its initial flight to 
Egypt with a loss of 48 lives, detailing the political controversies 
involved. Photographs. Appendix, bibliography, index. 629.133 














YP *Lee, W.S. The strength to move a mountain. Putnam. $5. 

RH Authentic, well-told history of the building of the Panama Canal, the 
engineering, political and social problems, with a discussion of the 
famous waterway's future role in an age of increased intercontinental 
traffic. Photographs. Chronology, sources, index. 386.444 














YP *Lussier, Betty. Amid my alien corn. Lippincott. $3.95. 

RH Brought up on a Maryland farm, the wife of a wealthy Spaniard with 
four ‘small sons spent three years in Spanish Morocco where she planted 
1,000 acres with hybrid corn and here engagingly describes the exper- 

iment and the satisfactions of helping the natives during her unusual, 
successful venture. 633.15 














MacLeish, Archibald. J.B.; a play in verse. Houghton. $3.50. 
A disturbing and beautiful poetic drama which tells the Biblical story 
of Job in contemporary setting, weighing the forces of good and evil 
and extolling the love of life. 812.5 






Mallan, Lloyd. 
R McKay. $3.95. 
Striking pictures by the noted photo-journalist and terse, explanatory 
text reveal for the first time the skilled and dangerous work of the 
Air Proving Ground Command in Florida. Glossary. 358.4 



















A day in the life of a supersonic project officer. 











YP *Mather, Melissa. Rough road home. Lippincott. $3.95. 

R A young widow with four small children left a crowded army post in 
Virginia to settle on an old Vermont farm and here lightheartedly 

tells of renovating the house, struggling with crops, a second mar- 

riage and the "neighborliness" she found in her adopted state. Bor92 








Y *Mayer, Dick. 
$3.95. 
In everyday language and step-by-step, easily comprehended chapters, 
a prize-winning pro analyzes his own game and shares "tournament- 

tested" techniques. Illustrated endpapers. 796.352 


How to think and swing like a golf champion. Crowell. 








YP Modupe, Prince. I was a savage. Harcourt. $3.95. 

RH Now living in Los Angeles, the author writes beautifully of his boy- 
hood as the destined chief of a French West African primitive tribe, 
describing native rites and his first contact with civilization at 

the Freetown missionary school which led to his acceptance as a stu- 

dent at Hampton Institute, Virginia, in 1922. 916.6 













YP Monkman, Noel. From Queensland to the Great Barrier Reef; a natural- 
R  ist's adventures in Australia. Doubleday. $4.50. 
Fascinating tales of snaring crocodiles, pursuing natural curiosities 
and taking motion pictures under the sea, by the gifted New Zealand 
cameraman, writer and musician. Photographs, some in color. 574.994 
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Monsma, J.C. ed. The evidence of God in an expanding universe; forty 
American scientists declare their affirmative views on religion. Put- 
nam. $3.75. 

"To study science with an open mind brings one to the necessity of a 
belief in God" is the consensus of the contributors to this timely 
symposium. 215 


Moore, S.T. U.S. airpower; story of American fighting planes and 
missiles from hydrogen bags to hydrogen war-heads. Greenberg. $5.95. 

A reserve airforce officer and seasoned veteran interestingly discusses 
the rivalry among the services and unbiasedly pays tribute to air, 
army, navy and civilian pioneers who contributed to our position as 

a major military power. Photographs. Index. 623.74 


Morgan, Murray. Doctors to the world, Viking. $5. 

A reporter's lively, intelligible account of the fine work of the 
World Health Organization founded ten years ago by the United Nations, 
as observed on a 28,000 mile journey to 22 countries in four contin- 
ents. Photographs. Index. 614 


Morison, S.E. Strategy and compromise. Little. $3. 

Expert, pithy analysis of American and British strategy in World War 
II, mistakes and accomplishments in Europe and the Pacific. Original 
material in lectures given at Phillips Exeter Academy and University 
of Oxford. 940 .542 


Nicolson, Sir H.G. Journey to Java. Doubleday. $5. 

Presented with a check from friends on his 70th birthday, the noted 
British author with his wife sailed for Java and his unique "travel 
diary" is a delightful miscellany of literary comment, philosophical 
reflections and witty observations. Map. 910.45 


YP *Norbeck, 0O.E. Book of Indian life crafts. Association. $5.95. 


RH 


Parents, group leaders and instructors will find a mine of information 
attractively presented on the dress, dwellings, craft and lore of the 
Indian, with step-by-step directions for projects fully illustrated. 
Additional material in appendix, index. 970.67 


Peterson, H.L. American knives; the first history and collectors' 
guide. Scribner. $4.95. 

Designed as "a primer or basic reader," this is a unique compilation 
of known data on the popular hobby of knife collecting. A square 
book with many photographs and drawings. List of American makers, 
marks and dealers in appendix, index. 671 


Ross, J.D. Margaret. Dutton. $3. 

The moving record by a devoted brother-in-law of a lovely, 15-year- 
old, English girl's serene acceptance of incurable cancer, which pro- 
vides spiritual insight as it penetrates the mystery of death. 616.994 


Rowse, A.L. The Churchills; from the death of Marlborough to the 
present. Harper. $7.50. 

Follows The early Churchills (1956), bringing to date the delightfully 
written, well-researched chronicle reflective of English history, 
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centering here in Lord Randolph and his son, the wartime prime minis- 
ter, whose long life is "prophetic of the future." Genealogical chart, 
photographs. Notes, index. B or 92 


Sandoz, Mari. The cattlemen; from the Rio Grande across the far 
Marias. Hastings. $6.50. 

With sweep and full detail this vivid narrative portrays the evolution 
of the rough and ready cattleman of free-ranging times on the Great 
Plains to the present-day rancher, "next to the farmer...the most im- 
portant man of our meat-rich nation." Endpaper map, photographs. Notes, 
bibliography, index. 978 


Sargeant, Winthrop. Listening to music. Dodd. $4. 

An Introduction expressing his "point of view" precedes selections 
from The New Yorker, 1949-57, that appraise performers and perform- 
ances and give the noted critic's reactions. Drawings. Index. 780.15 


Simkatis, Mrs. H.N. Salt-water fishes for the home aquarium. Lip- 
pincott. $6. 

Expert advice for novice and experienced on setting up the salt-water 
aquarium, the collection of specimens and their care. Fully illustrated 
with photographs and drawings. Glossary, index. 597 .074 


YP *Smithdas, R.J. Life at my fingertips. Doubleday. $4. 


R 


Blind and deaf from the age of five, now a public relations counselor 
and lecturer, the author recounts with humor and realism his training 
at various institutions where he learned to communicate through the 
sense of touch, becoming the second college graduate so handicapped 
and the first to hold a master's degree. B or 92 


U Ba U; the autobiography of a president. Taplinger. $4.50. 

With quiet humor the President of the Union of Burma interestingly 
describes his schooling at home and in England, experiences as a 
lawyer and judge, Judge of the Supreme Court under the Japanese and 
Chief Justice in 1948, year of independence. B or 92 


Weideman, Hugh, comp. The rapid fact finder; a desk book of universal 
knowledge. Crowell. $4.95. 

Comprehensive, well-arranged assembly of knowledge, alphabetically 
under categories, and cross-indexed for ready reference. RO31 


Fiction 


*Bakker, Piet. Ciske the Rat; tr. from the Dutch. Doubleday. $3.75. 
A Dutch schoolmaster tells the affecting story of one rebellious pupil, 
a "forlorn bundle of misery" from the Amsterdam slums, whom he rescued 
from delinquency through patience, love and sympathetic understanding 
of the 12-year-old's problems. 


Bjarnhof, Karl. The stars grow pale; tr. from the Danish. Knopf. $4. 

The experience of a small boy's growing blind is delicately and poet- 

ically conveyed in autobiographical fiction about a poor Danish house- 
hold, the improvident, melancholy father and the hard-working, deeply 

religious mother. 
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De La Roche, Mazo. Centenary at Jalna. Little. $4. 

On the 100th anniversary of the huge Canadian estate, generations of 
the Jalna clan gather and devotees of the series will want to follow 
developments and involvements in the lively family. 


*Kjelgaard, J.A. The land is bright. Dodd. $3. 
Young Judge Colin Campbell, of the Virginia ariatocracy, makes friends 
with the likable huntsman, Ling Stewart, and this plausible, Civil War 
romance finds his love for Ling's fine wife rewarded when the fighting 
is over. 


Mantley, John. The snow birch. Dutton. $3.95. 

Northern Canadian forest country is the setting of a moving tale of a 
young Irish widow and her son's resentment of a stepfather who mistakes 
the boy's sensitivity to nature for cowardice until a near-tragedy re- 
sults in happy adjustment. 


Marshall, Bruce. The accounting. Houghton. $3.95. 

As they attempt to locate a defalcation during the 1933 audit, a group 
of accountants at the Paris branch of a British banking corporation 

are portrayed on the job and at home in an entertaining, satiric novel 
rich in characterization but perhaps, limited in appeal. Sophisticated. 


Narayan, R.K. The guide. Viking. $3.50. 

South Indian Malgudi is once more the locale of a witty, ironic tale 
about a corrupt tourist guide who is mistaken for a holy man and plays 
the role convincingly. 


Noyce, Wilfrid. The gods are angry. World Pub. $3.75. 

A member of the 1953 Everest expedition excitingly describes a five- 
man team's efforts to conquer a forbidden mountain in India while 
skilfully presenting the disparate group's personal problems on the 
hazardous venture. 


*Weekley, R.S. The house in ruins. Random. $3.50. 
Refusing to surrender with Lee, three Confederate soldiers flee to 
their Mississippi homeland and organize guerrilla warfare against the 
Union army of occupation in this dramatic novel depicting the reactions 
of bewildered farmers and slaves after Appomattox. 


White, T.H. The mountain road. Sloane. $3.95. 

In charge of a seven-man demolition team in East China in 1944, Major 
Philip Baldwin, Boston engineer and dreamer, lives through a week of 
tension and danger as this remarkable narrative shows the psychological 
effect of war and the differences in people, 
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Pulitzer Prizes, 1958 


NOVEL: A death in the family, by James Agee; DRAMA: Look homeward, 
angel, by Ketti Frings; POETRY: Promises; poems 1954-1956, by R.P. 
Warren; BIOGRAPHY: George Washington, by D.S. Freeman and others; 
HISTORY: Banks and politics in America, by Ray Hammond. 
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RECENT CHILDREN'S BOOKS 


Suggested by Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library Children's Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


Picture Books 










My dog and I, by Nancy Lord; pictures by Paul Galdone. Whittlesey. $2.25. 
Fine adventures of a little boy and his big dog. Appealing pictures. 
(Ages 4-6) 


The big cheese, by Miriam Schlein; pictures by Joseph Low. Scott. $2.95. 

Once a farmer made a cheese so fine that he decided it was fit for 
the king himself. His trials in getting the cheese — even one little 
bite — to the king make a delightful tale. (Ages 5-7) 





Crictor; story and pictures by Tomi Ungerer. Harper. $2.50. 

Crictor was the pet snake of Madame Bodot, the playmate of little 
boys and girls and a threat to all burglars. A wonderfully funny 
book for all. (Ages 4-up) 















The rabbits’ wedding; story and pictures by Garth Williams. Harper. $2.50. 
The little black rabbit's wish comes true and he and the little white 
rabbit have a moonlight wedding in the forest. The lovely pictures 

are more important than the slight story. (Ages 3-5) 





The In-Between Group 













for keeps, by William Corbin. Coward. $3. 
Kattie Lou's loneliness and fears dissolve in the company of Shetland 
ponies and the March men, father and sons, at the farm across the 
road, a place forbidden by her new foster parents. There, in spite 
of twinges of conscience, Kattie Lou goes on secret visits. A warm 
story in which a shy, horse-loving, little girl is gradually drawn 
into a happy family life. (Ages 9-11) 








The doll house mystery, by Flora Jacobs. Coward. $2.75. 
Charmed as Priscilla was to become the owner of Great Aunt Eugenia's 
doll house, she sensed something spooky and mysterious from the moment 
of its arrival. A nice lively family here which includes, besides 
Priscilla, a precocious five-year-old brother and an incorrigible 
Siamese cat. (Ages 8-10) 





Tales merry and wise, by Rose L. Mincieli. Holt. $3. 
Original Italian folk tales, set down for the first time by the author 
as told to her by her mother and uncle. The illustrations by Kurt 
Werth catch the humor and flavor of these short, often fable-like 
stories. A good collection for reading or telling. (Ages 8-10) 






















Whitey and the wild horse, by Glen Rounds. Holiday. $2.25. 
Young Whitey and his cohort Josie, wishing they could catch a wild 
horse, actually find one trapped in a pit. They feed him and tame 
him and finally win the right to claim him for their own. A delight 

for the young western fans. (Ages 7-9) 
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The Older Ones 


Chingo Smith of the Erie Canal, by Samuel Hopkins Adams. Random. $2.95. 
Chingo Smith, a young New York State waif, makes friends wherever 
he goes, learns his three "Rs" from the traveling tinker and, before 
he is 12, has aspirations to be a canal-boat captain on the Grand 
Erie Canal. A robust story of an exciting slice of our history. 
(Ages 10-13) 


Catcher's choice, by Joe Archibald. Macrae. $2.75. 
Although Eddie Murchison, whom Coach Al Trainor spotted as a natural 
in the Little League, found himself unable to give up baseball, he 
never caught that spark necessary to make him a brilliant player until 
the mystery of his father's strong opposition was cleared away. A top 
baseball story for older boys, including young adults. (Ages 12-15) 


Bright particular star, by Marion Garthwaite. Messner. $2.95. 
Torrey Thorne's year at Library School ended with her failing to 
graduate, estranging herself from her father, being offered only a 
part-time library job while making up her courses — all because of 
her sudden and serious romance with Cleve Macklin. A realistic ap- 
proach to some hard problems. By far the best book to date, giving 
an attractive and authentic picture of graduate Library School and 
work of a children's librarian. Older girls, including young adults. 
(Ages 12-14) 


Ghost of Follensbee's folly, by Florence Hightower. Houghton. $3. 
When Mr. Stackpole lead his family of six to the great tumbling Gothic 
structure which was to be their home, ten-year-old Elsie immediately 
saw its possibilities as a haunted house. Elsie, by sheer determina- 
tion, and her older brother, Tom, quite by accident, succeeded in 
solving a real mystery during a most unusual summer for the whole 
family. (Ages 10-12) 


27222 ¢6¢ 297 9 2 @ 


1958 CHILDREN'S SPRING BOOK FESTIVAL AWARDS 


Picture Books (Ages 4 to 8), PRIZE WINNER: Crictor, by Tomi Ungerer; 
HONOR WINNERS: Whispers, and other poems, by Myra C. Livingston; The 


by Beatrice Schenk de Regniers; Umbrella, by Taro Yashima. Middle- 
Aged Books (Ages 8 to 12), PRIZE WINNER: Chucaro: wild pony of the 
pampa, by Francis Kalnay; HONOR WINNERS: The ship that flew, by Hilda 


G. Valens; Avalanche:, by A. Ritgers van der Loeff; The minnow leads 
to treasure, by A. Philippa Pearce. Older Books (Ages 12 and over), 
PRIZE WINNER: Sons of the Steppe, by Hans Baumann; HONOR WINNERS: The 
Sherwood ring, by Elizabeth Marie Pope; Shadows into mist, by Ellen 
Turngren; Chingo Smith of the Erie Canal, by Samuel Hopkins Adams; 


The silver branch, by Rosemary Sutcliff. 
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HERE COMES THE BOOKMOBILE‘ 
by Silas Townsend, State Bookmobile Librarian 


Proudly, our new bookmobile started on its first exhibit tour on 
April 14. Seven days and nearly a thousand miles later it had visited 
over 50 communities in Saratoga, Warren, Washington and Fulton counties. 
The Library Development Committee of the area had been busy for months 
explaining the advantages of a cooperative library system and the opera- 
tion of a bookmobile as part of this expanded program. Now our job was 
to show the people a bookmobile and furnish information about its use. 
Publicity for the tour was well handled by the sponsoring committee. Ef- 
fective use was made of posters announcing the date, time and location 
of local stops. These were distributed well in advance to most of the 
communities to be visited. 


The following week the bookmobile was rolling through Suffolk County 
on a tour of 31 communities sponsored by the Suffolk County Library Asso- 
ciation. At Patchogue the bookmobile was exhibited at a meeting of the 
Association in connection with their study of possibilities for county 
library development. 


From May 5 to 9 residents of 25 communities in Herkimer and Montgomery 
counties were given an opportunity to see the bookmobile and consider the 
need for such service in their area. 


Forty-eight communities in Sullivan county were visited the next week. 
Side trips to the annual spring conference of the Central Hudson District 
P.T.A. in Newburgh and to a meeting of the Ulster County Library Associa- 
tion in Ellenville were worked into this schedule. In many Sullivan County 
communities people turned out in large numbers and showed great eagerness 
to have such a service. Excited crowds of children and adults were often 
waiting for the bookmobile to arrive — the children jumped up and down 
and shouted with joy when it came in sight. We will long remember this 
kind of response in -Hurleyville, Woodridge, Mountaindale and South Falls- 
burgh. And we were deeply touched by the keen disappointment shown by 
these people when we told them they could not borrow any of the books. We 
had to explain that this was a representative collection of books and other 
materials that we wish were available to all residents of the State in 
their own communities. "When are you coming back?," was a frequent ques- 
tion. One little girl, on being told that we would not return, puzzlingly 
asked, "Then why did you come here in the first place?" 


We learn many things from this kind of tour. As might be expected, 
public response to bookmobile service is generally much greater in com- 
munities which have no library service of their own. When publicity had 
been good before the bookmobile visit, there was always excellent response 
from such communities. At a night stop in Fulton County many people came 
in spite of a heavy rain. Im many places people told us they had to drive 
or take a bus many miles and pay an annual fee in order to use a library. 
Women often said they couldn't get to a library because their husbands 
had the car during hours when the nearest library was open. A mother in 
Poland (Herkimer County) brought her preschool daughter with her to see 
the bookmobile. The little girl was enjoying looking at a copy of Robert 
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McCloskey's Time of wonder so much that she burst into tears when it was 
time for the bookmobile to leave. A retired man from Parksville (Sullivan 
County), living on Social Security, told us he liked to read and had plenty 
of time, but couldn't afford to buy books and would greatly appreciate this 
service in his community. 


There is no doubt in the minds of those of us who have been invited 
by local library development committees to make a bookmobile tour that 
better library service is badly needed and wanted by the public in many 
places. Librarians and trustees have a wonderful opportunity to reach 
people in these communities by taking advantage of the generous State aid 
available to cooperative systems of libraries. 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATEXR 
A ae 














Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 





AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Record of 1958 
legislative achievements for the aged. (1958) 2p. Mimeo. 











*AGRICULTURE, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON. 
(Legis Doc 1958 no. 17) 





Report...1957-58. (1958) 30p. 


*CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. 75 years of merit and fitness, 1883-1958. 
(1958) 20p. 











*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. New York State vacationlands, 1958. (1958) 


(1958) Folder. 


192p. 





* Springtime is blossomtime in New York State. 









* The Whys and hows of exporting for manufacturers. (1958) 33p. 










* Division of Commerce and Industry. Bureau of Industrial Develop- 
ment. Proceedings of the first statewide industrial development 


workshop, Sheraton-Ten Eyck Hotel, Albany, New York, October 1, 1957. 
(1958) 66p. + Appendix. 








*CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 30th, of the State Commission of 
Correction for the year 1956, transmitted to the Legislature February 
6, 1957. 1957. 492p. 

















*EDUCATION DEPT. Bill of Rights week in New York State schools, February 
9-15, 1958. (1958) Folder. 








law, rules and information. 1957. 
(Handbook 14, professional education) 


* Certified public accountancy: 
110p. 





* Education law index and supplement containing amendments to July 2, 
1957. 1957. 120p. 






Engineering and land surveying: 
124p. 


law, rules and information. 1957. 
(Handbook 36, professional education) 






* Mural paintings in the rotunda of the State Education Building, 
Albany, New York, designed and executed in the years 1913-18 by Will 
H. Low, N. A. 1958. 3lp. 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. New York State education law as amended to July 2, 1956. 
1957. 596p. 


*____ Regulations of the Commissioner of Education of the State of New 
York, cumulative annual supplement, 1956; containing amendments from 
February 1951 to December 1956, inclusive. (1958) 146p. 


___. Division of Elementary Education. Bureau of Elementary Curriculum 
Development. Mathematics for boys and girls; a handbook for teachers, 


with grade placement chart. 1958. 154p. 


___. ___. Bureau of Elementary School Supervision. Noon-hour pupil-teacher 
aids. (1958) 4p. (Letter to supervisors, series 11, no. 8; April 
1958) 


* ___ Division of Secondary Education. Citizenship Education. A survey 
of citizenship education in the public secondary school sof New York 


State, 1955-56. 1957. 25p. Mimeo. 


* Bureau of Secondary Curriculum Development. Biology; topics 
and understandings for a course of study in the science of living 


things. 1958. 62p. 


*INSURANCE DEPT. Advisory Committee on Accident and Health Insurance. 
Voluntary health insurance and the senior citizen; a report on the 


problem of continuation of medical care benefits for the aged in 
New York State. (1958) 215p. Mimeo. 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Industrial Commissioner, 1957. 
(1958) 64p. 


* Division of Employment. New York State Employment Service. How to 
begin working. (1958) 7p. 


* How to "sell yourself" to an employer; a checklist of 15 


proven points that will help you land the job. (1958) Folder. 


*LEGISLATIVE PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Interim report of the...1958. (1958 35p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 14) 


*LEGISLATURE. Members, officers and standing committees. 1957. 63p. 


* Assembly. Journal of the Assembly of the State of New York at their 
180th session, 1957. 1957. 3 vol. (Inc. extraordinary sessions) 


* Senate. Journal of the Senate of the State of New York at their 


180th session, 1957. 1957. 2 vol. (Imc. extraordinary sessions) 


* Rules of the Senate, 1958, adopted January 9, 1957, as last 
amended January 8, 1958. 1958. 26p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 4) 


*NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Law Library. Legislative intent and extrinsic 
aids to statutory interpretation in New York, by Ernest Henry Breuer, 
Law Librarian. (1958) 29p. Mimeo. 
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*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE SERVICE. Glacial geology of the St. 
Lawrence seaway and power projects, by Paul MacClintock, Temporary 
Geologist, Geological Survey. 1958. 26p. 













* __ An Introduction to Hudson Valley prehistory, by William A. Ritchie, 
State Archeologist. (1958) 112p. (Bulletin no. 367, January 1958) 












__._ Pleistocene geology of the St. Lawrence lowland; a report of progress, 
by Paul MacClintock, Temporary Geologist. (1958) 18p. (Report of 
investigation no. 10, August 1954) 











*PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. 





Annual report, 36th...1957. (1958) 73p. 





*SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 9lst...February 15, 1958. 
(1958) 4lp. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 100; cover title: "for the 
training and care of children") 











*STATE BUILDING CODE COMMISSION. Annual report of the...1957. (1958) 
27p. 


















STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell University, Ithaca. Breeding 
for profitable cows (by) Raymond Albrectsen. (1958) 19p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 997, October 1957) 


Control of the Dutch elm disease in New York State, by D. S. Welch 
(and) J. G. Matthysse. (1958) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 
932, revised April 1958) 





Dairy herd management for health production and longer life, by 
C. G. Bradt. (1958) 32p. (Cornell extension bulletin 998, 
October 1957) 





Home lawns (by) John F. Cornman. 
bulletin 922, revised March 1958) 


(1958) (Cornell extension 







32p. 





Pasture utilization by dairy cows, by Charles M. Chance. 
7p. (Cornell extension bulletin 995, October 1957) 





(1958) 


Recommended milking practices (by) H. J. Bearden and L. H. Schultz. 
(1958) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 996, October 1957) 










Slugs and snails in New York greenhouses (by) Edward J. Karlin and 
John A. Naegele. (1958) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 1004, 
January 1958) 













. Spray schedules for tree fruits, 1958, by W. D. Mills and P. H. 
Wooley. (1958) 5lp. (Cornell extension bulletin 812, revised 
February 1958) 






*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell University, 
Ithaca. Corruption and racketeering in the labor movement, by Philip 
Taft. (1958) 58p. (Bulletin 38, February 1958) 





* Democracy in the labor movement (by) Joel Seidman. (1958) 55p. 
(Bulletin 39, February 1958) 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Bentley, John. Jaguar guide. (Modern sports car series) Sports Car 
Press. Distributed by Greenberg: Publisher. 201 East 57th St., New 
York 22. 1957. 124p. $1.95. 


Blumberg, John. This is the Middle East. Friendship Press. 257 Fourth 
Ave., New York 10. 1958. 24p. 60¢. 


Caldwell, Sam. The old dirt dobber's scrapbook. Greenberg: Publisher. 
201 East 57th St., New York 22. 1958. 78p. $1. 


Christy, John. Guide to buying a used sports car. (Modern sports car 
series) Sports Car Press. Distributed by Greenberg: Publisher. 201 
East 57th St., New York 22. 1957. 128p. $1.95. 


Darnell, Doris. This is North America. Friendship Press. 256 Fourth 
Ave., New York 10. 1958. 24p. 60¢. 


Lewis, A.W. Basic bookbinding. Dover Publications, Inc. 920 Broadway. 
New York 10. 1957. 144p. $1.35. Step-by-step instructions, photo- 
graphs and diagrams and essential operations. 


Martin, C.A. Budgeting your car. Public Affairs Press. 2162 Florida 
Ave., Washington 8, D.C. 1958. 28p. $1. 


New York City: big city, big government; what it is, how it works. League 
of Women Voters of the City of New York. 461 Fourth Ave., New York 16. 
1957. 2lp. 25¢. 


O'Shea, Paul. Guide to competition driving. (Modern sports car series) 
Sports Car Press. Distributed by Greenberg: Publisher. 201 East 57th 
St., New York 22. 1957. 126p. $1.95. 


Richardson, C.R. Know your Constitution: your rights, your duties, your 
trust as an American citizen. Taylor & Richardson. P.O. Box 1091. 
La Ballona Station. Culver City, Calif. 1956. 60p. $1. 


Schwartz, Martin. TV antennas; how to install, how to repair; no tech- 
nical knowledge required. American Electronics Co. 1203 Bryant Ave., 
New York 59. 1957. 28p. 50¢. 


Shotwell, L.R. This is the migrant. Friendship Press. 257 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10. 1958. 24p. 60¢. Protestant missions point of view; 
suitable for young people. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


First Cooperative Library System Voted: One more important step in the 
establishment of the Southern Adirondack Library System was taken May 19 
when the public and association libraries in the counties of Saratoga, 
Warren and Washington voted to form a cooperative library system under 

the provisions of the new library aid law signed by Governor Harriman on 
April 23, 1958. Three members from each county have been elected trustees 
of this library system: James Benton, Saratoga Springs; Mrs. I. Reed Brown, 
Middle Grove; Chester Ostrander, South Glens Falls; Stewart Farrar, Warrens- 
burg; Mrs. Kenneth H. Swain, North Creek; Mrs. A.E. Van Wirt, Glens Falls; 
Homer P. Dearlove, Hudson Falls; Robert E. Jones, Granville; and Mrs. James 
E. Roche, Whitehall. This board has applied to the Board of Regents for 

a library charter. 

The Southern Adirondack Library System upon approval of a plan of ser- 
vice will be eligible for over $100,000 annually in State aid with $60,000 
additional establishment grant. Before completing details of the plan, 
the trustees hope to visit the Regional Library Service Center in Watertown 
as well as some other library systems already in operation. 
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Nominations Open for L. Marion Moshier Award 


For the third consecutive year the L. Marion Moshier Award for 
Distinguished Librarianship will honor with a certificate of merit 
a person who has made an outstanding contribution to librarianship 
during the past year in a New York State rural community or village. 
The award also carries an honorarium of $50 to help defray the ex- 
pense of attending the annual conference of the New York Library 
Association, which this year will be held at the Hotel Manger in 
Rochester, October 15-18. Presentation of the award will be made 
at the conference. 

The NYLA County Library Development Committee has again accepted 
the responsibility for selecting the award winner. Nominations, in- 
cluding a statement of the accomplishments of the nominee, should 
be sent to Mrs. Lillian C. Van Mater, Chairman, at the Hempstead 
Public Library, Hempstead, L. I., New York, by August 15. 

The award, which was initiated by the staff of the New York 
State Library Extension Division, has the continuing sponsorship 
of NYLA. The first award, in 1956, went to Mrs. Mabel P. Shorey, 
librarian of the Corinth Free Library, and in 1957 Mrs. Mabel R. 
Sullivan, librarian of the Mary E. Seymour Free Library in Stockton, 
was the winner. 
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State Institution Library News: The Department of Mental Hygiene has 
acquired four additional Assistant Librarian positions and allocated them 
to Binghamton State Hospital, Marcy State Hospital, Hudson River State 
Hospital, Poughkeepsie and Harlem Valley State Hospital, Wingdale. Di- 
rectors will be glad to hear from any candidate with a library degree and 
interest in hospital library work. 

Since the November 1957 issue of The Bookmark, several changes and ad- 
ditions to institution library staffs have occurred. Mrs. Ruth Darrin, 
well-known librarian at Buffalo State Hospital, has resigned and has been 
succeeded by Mrs. Helen Liles in the newly created assistant librarian 
position. Phyllis Darrin is assistant. — Pauline McConnell is librarian 
of the School of Nursing library at Central Islip State Hospital. — New 
assistant librarian positions at Kings Park and Utica State hospitals 
have been filled by experienced librarians Pauline Vaillancourt and Mrs. 
Charles Godcharles. Although several institutions under the jurisdiction 
of the Department. of Mental Hygiene are still without library positions 
and additional staff membtrs are needed in most of them, much progress 
has been made bv the Department in the past two years to improve library 
services. 

The third WORKSHOP FOR INSTITUTION LIBRARY PERSONNEL will be held at 
St. Lawrence University, Canton, July 20-25. Marion H. Vedder, Institution 
Library Consultant, will be coordinator. Special consultants will be an- 
nounced. Developed by the group will be a plan to purchase, catalog and 
process general library books centrally, medical and nursing school library 
services, communications and human relationships and preparation of book 
lists of particular use in institution libraries. There will be opportunity 
to work out practical approaches to some problems selected by the group 
as needing first attention. Consultants will be available for individual 
conferences. 

Many past participants as well as a number of new librarians in the 
State hospitals have indicated that they will attend the workshop. It 
should be another valuable experience for all. Cost (payable to St. Law- 
rence University) is $75 and includes board, room and workshop fee. Anyone 
interested should write to Marion H. Vedder, Institution Library Consultant, 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 


Workshops in Children's Services: The third in a series of Workshops in 
Children's Services was held in the Steuben County Area on Thursday, May 

8 at the Corning Public Library. These workshops are a part of a coopera- 
tive project, offered by New York State under the Federal Library Services 
Act. Under the leadership of Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library 
Children's Consultant, Division of Library Extension, an all-day meeting 
was held from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The subject was "Storytelling". 

Three important questions concerning the Story Hour: What is it? Why 
do it? How is it done? were introduced, talked over and answered for the 
librarian of the small library. Fairy tale, legend, folktale, myth in 
collections—for the individual reader, for reading aloud, for telling— 
these, Mrs. Lockhart pointed out, are the enriching and rightful heritage 
of all children. A selected list of the collections was available at this 
time and the books themselves were on display. There was also a lively 
discussion of Summer Reading ideas in which everyone participated. 

Libraries from other communities represented were: Addison, Almond, 


Atlanta, Avoca, Branchport, Canaseraga, Canisteo, Dundee, Hammondsport, 
Hornell, Howard, Jasper, Pulteney, Savona and Wayland. 
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The bill that Governor Harriman is signing became Chapter 933 of the Laws 
of 1958 of New York State. It provides a new and simpler organization 
whereby local public libraries can join together to form library systems 
and so qualify for State aid. It increases the amount of State aid avail- 
able by $700,000, bringing the total State aid to public libraries up to 
$3,250,000. The measure was based on recommendations from a two-year study 
by the Commissioner's Committee on Public Library Service, appointed by 
Dr. James E. Allen, Jr., President of the University of the State of New 
York and Commissioner of Education, and headed by Judge Francis Bergan, 
Justice of the Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme Court and 
Chairman of the Commissioner's Committee on Public Library Service. 


From left to right are: Marcus A. Wright, Director, Binghamton Public 
Library and President of the New York Library Association; Francis R. St. 
John, Chief Librarian of the Brooklyn Public Library and Chairman of the 
Legislative Committee of the New York Library Association; Henry G. Shear- 
ouse, Jr., Associate Supervisor of Public Libraries, Library Extension 
Division; Dr. Allen; S. Gilbert Prentiss, Associate Supervisor of Public 
Libraries; Mrs. Roger Briggs, of the Albany Public Library; Irving A. 
Verschoor, Director, Library Extension Division, New York State Library; 
Judge Bergan; Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian and Assistant Com- 
missioner of Education; Dorothy A. Vibbard, Director of the Albany Public 
Library; Jean L. Connor, Associate Supervisor of Public Libraries and Head 
of the Federal Aid to Rural Libraries Program, Library Extension Division. 
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1958 Cooperative Certification—Civil Service Examination #8439: On May 3 
a total of 233 persons took this examination in five New York State cities 
and in eight cities in other states. Of these, 147 were candidates in New 
York City, and 66 persons took the exam in Albany, Buffalo, Rochester and 
Syracuse. The following out-of-state centers were established for the re- 
maining 20 candidates: Berkeley and San Francisco, California; Denver, 
Colorado; Ann Arbor and Detroit, Michigan; New Brunswick, New Jersey; 
Cleveland, Ohio; and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. There were 220 successful 
candidates. 


Staff Notes: Recently in print were Irving A. Verschoor, whose article, 
"Library Services Act Scholarships in New York State," appeared in the 

May 1958 ALA Bulletin; Mason Tolman, ''The Literature of Science in the 
Library," reprinted in May 1, 1958 Library Journal from the January Book- 
mark; Florence E. Harshe, "One New Idea per Year," in Library Journal, 
April 1, 1958; Jane A. Ellstrom, "Some Poetry Makes Sense," Saturday Re- 
view, May 10, 1958. — Dr. Robert H. Deily, Mason Tolman and Peter Paulson 
attended the dedication, May 3, of the Morris R. Cohen Memorial Library 

at the College of the City of New York. — Mason Tolman spoke to the Chil- 
dren's Book Council at the Advertising Club, New York City, May 8, on the 
progress of the Reading Is Fun exhibit which toured the State during the 
last year. 


Civil Service Exhibit: "Seventy-five Years of Civil Service in New York 
State,’ an exhibit prepared by the New York State Library, was on display 
at the new State Civil Service building on the Campus Site, Washington 
Avenue, Albany, during its recent opening and dedication. 


West Germany Gives Books to State Library: Under the Thanks America Fund 
New York State received 50 books from the West German government. Dr. Gerd 
Gundlach, a fellow at the Rockefeller Institute in New York City, presented 
the volumes to Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, in a ceremony at 
the State Library. The gift includes reference books, biographies, picture 
books, essays and poetry. All the books are recent and in German. 


Army Map Service Depository: The New York State Library will again be a 
depository for publications of the Army Map Service of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers due to the reactivation of the Army Map Service Depository 
Program. Included in the depository material will be maps, gazetteers 
relating to the medium scale series, associated glossaries and unclassified 
bulletins, all published since 1950. The initial shipment will involve 
approximately 1,300 maps. This material when processed will, for the most 
part, be available for circulation. 


Library Tours: During the year ending April 1, 1958, approximately 1,200 
students came in groups under supervision to visit the State Library, to 
learn about its resources and services and something of study and research. 
Many of these were accelerated students, from the 6th to the 12th grades. 
In charge of this project in the New York State Library is Mrs. Mary Lind- 
sey, Assistant Reference Librarian, who arranges and schedules visits. 


State Library Summer Hours: The reading rooms will be open to the public 
on a summer schedule as follows: Main Reading Room and Periodical Room: 
June 2-September 15, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday, 8:30 a.m.- 
1 p.m.; Medical Library: June 2-September 15, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 
5 p.m., Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-l p.m.; Legislative Reference Library: June 2- 
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September 15, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-l p.m.} 
Law Library: June 2-September 15, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Satur- 
day, 8:30 a.m.-l p.m.; Manuscripts and History Room: June 2-September 15, 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Holiday Closings: Memorial Day, Friday 
and Saturday, May 30 and 31; Independence Day, Friday and Saturday, July 
4 and 5; Labor Day, Saturday August 30 and Monday, September 1. The reg- 
ular schedule will be resumed September 17. 


State Bookmobile Schedule: The bookmobile will be exhibited at County 
Fairs and at the New York State Fair, dates, locations and names of per- 
sons in charge of local arrangements as follows: Orange County Fair, 
Middletown, Mrs. Grace Bennett, August 5-10; Tri-County Fair (Albany, 
Greene, and Schenectady), Altamont, Dorothy Vibbard, August 18-20; Dutchess 
County. Fair, Rhinebeck, Albertina Traver, August 22-24; Schoharie County 
Fair, Cobleskill, Mrs. Ruth Van Deusen, August 26 and 27; New York State 
Fair, Syracuse, Jack B. Spear, August 28-September 6. 


Film Circuits Planned for Smaller Libraries: The NYLA Film Committee met 
with members of the Library Extension Division in Albany on May 21 to con- 
sider ways of implementing the new Traveling Libraries Film Service through 
the establishment of film circuits. This will help smaller libraries use 


films more effectively. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Edited by IL. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins, Library Extension 













Allegany. Thirty-two librarians and trustees from 12 Allegany County 
libraries and four Cattaraugus County libraries attended a workshop on 
reference service at the David A. Howe Public Library in Wellsville on 
May 21. The program was given by Edgar Tompkins of the Library Exten- 
sion Division. The following Allegany County libraries were represented 
at the workshop: Almond, Andover, Angelica, Belfast, Belmont, Bolivar, 
Cuba, Fillmore, Friendship, Richburg, Scio and Wellsville. Plans were 
made for organization of a library association for librarians and trus- 
tees in the Allegany County region at the workshop in Wellsville on 
May 21. Many trustees and librarians from the area expressed interest 
in this project. Mrs. Elisabeth R. Hixson, librarian of the Cuba Cir- 
culating Library, was chosen acting chairman. She will appoint a com- 
mittee to work on plans for an organization meeting in the fall. 





Cattaraugus. Libraries at Franklinville, Olean, Portville and Salamanca 
were represented at the reference workshop in Wellsville on May 21. 
















Chautauqua. At a meeting at the James Prendergast Free Library in James-~ 
town on May 22, the Chautauqua Region Library System Planning Committee 
discussed the provisions of the new library aid law and made plans for 
future work on formation of a library system in the area. The following 
librarians and trustees are members of the Committee: G. Patterson 
Crandall, Chairman, Westfield; Pauline Fancher, Secretary, Jamestown; 
Roger Hammer, Westfield; Raymond Kidder, Ripley; Samuel Price, Jamestown; 
Mrs. Ida B. Reed, Dunkirk. 











Genesee: Trustees and librarians from Corfu Free Library and Oakfield 
Free Library attended the workshop on reference work at the Warsaw 
Public Library on May 6. The Richmond Library in Batavia recently 
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presented its annual "Spring Festival of Books". The program included 
visits by 6th grade classes from city schools to see the new books. 


Herkimer. The regular meeting of the Herkimer-Montgomery Library Associa- 
tion opened at 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 6, at the Dolgeville Public Library, 
with coffee provided by the trustees. The business session followed, 
at which the present officers were reelected: Glenn Mallison of Herkimer 
Free Library, president; Mary Derby of Ilion Public Library, secretary- 
treasurer. Mrs. Rita Rockwell, librarian of the Dolgeville Public Li- 
brary, was hostess for the group, which numbered 44. A color movie was 
shown describing library services. Marion H. Vedder gave a talk ex- 
plaining the new library law passed by the New York State Legislature 
in its past session, which provides for increased State aid to regional 
library systems. The group was then shown over the demonstration book- 
mobile provided by the State Library. Luncheon followed at the Val-Mar 
Hotel in Dolgeville, after which the group returned to the library for 
informal discussion with Miss Vedder and adjourned in the middle of the 
afternoon. 


Jefferson. Nine library trainees from eight Latin American countries re- 
cently visited the Regional Library Service Center in Watertown and 
the Hawn Memorial Library in Clayton. 


Livingston. The annual dinner meeting of the trustees of Monroe-Livingston- 
Wayne County library system was held at Avon on May 12. 


Monroe. The Friends of the Library of the Rochester Public Library pre- 
sented its second Annual Literary Award to Bellamy Partridge at a meet-~- 
ing on May 19. The citation was read by Assemblyman Robert M. Quigley 
who now occupies the Country Lawyer office in Phelps. 


Nassau. The Freeport Public Library participated in Freeport's "Personal 
Affairs Month" by publishing a special list, "Books for Personal Affairs 
Month" and arranging a special display. A series of articles in the 
local paper, "Freeport Library Services", has appeared in recent months 
to publicize the library's activities. — The Baldwin Public Library 
recently compiled a list of all motion picture films owned by the li- 
brary and available for circulation. The list is classified according 
to subject and includes both sound and silent 16 and eight mm films. 


Niagara. The Niagara Falls Public Library recently completed and submitted 
to the city council a capital expenditures budget based on its needs 
over a ten-year period. Expanded services which are contemplated are 
new branches and an additional bookmobile. — The Niagara Falls Public 
Library recently was given the film, "The Golden Twenties", presented 
by the Niagara Falls Film Council. — At a Silver Tea for the benefit 
of the Barker Free Library on May 3, Mrs. F.G. Curvin of Medina re- 
viewed "Mr. Audubon's Lucy," by Lucy Kennedy. 


Ontario. The Geneva Free Library held its annual "Spring Festival of 
Books" on May 19. Special displays of new books for inspection by both 
adults and children were arranged. — During May, the Wood Library in 
Canandaigua featured an exhibit of handcrafts made by patients of the 
local Veteran's Hospital. 
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Orleans. Trustees and librarians from the Yates Community Library, Lyn- 
donville, and Community Free Library, Holley, attended the workshop on 
reference work at the Warsaw Public Library on May 6. 


Queens. Special exhibits during May at the Queens Borough Public Library 
were: "Best Sellers of the Past 50 Years" and "Senior Citizens." Mrs. 
Betty DuPont Blake, of the Queens Borough Public Library, currently 
working as an Exchange Librarian in London, attended the meeting of 

‘ the International Board of Books for Young People in Florence, Italy, 

° as an official representative for the American Library Association. 





2 Rensselaer. The Valley Falls Free Library presented a Sunday Musicale 
on May 18. Forty guests listened to recordings ranging from jazz to 
grand opera. A hi-fi hookup was provided by John Watkins, and record- 
ings were narrated by Ross Petersen. 





Ulster. Newly elected officers of the Ulster County Library Association 
are: Mrs. William Heidgerd, New Paltz, president; Mrs. Jack H. Clair, 
Kingston, vice-president; Celia Coulter, New Paltz, secretary-treasurer, 





Westchester. At an annual meeting of the Westchester Library Association, 
held at the Mount Vernon Public Library, the following officers were 
elected: Ruth M. Phillips, New Rochelle; Muriel G. Batchelder, Mount 
Vernon; Ellenor K. Luce, Harrison; Wayne Gossage, Tarrytown. "Meeting 
the Library Needs of High School Students" was the subject of a panel 
discussion during the morning session of the meeting. — During May, 
wood engravings, etchings and lithographs by Betty Waldo Parish were 
displayed at the Mount Vernon Public Library. — The staff room of the 
New Rochelle Public Library has recently been remodeled. New staff 

appointments of the New Rochelle Public Library are: Dean Cochran Gross, 

formerly of Great Neck Public Library, Assistant Director; and Bertonia 

Hoyler, Head of Children's Department. 








Wyoming. A Reference Workshop, sponsored by the Library Extension Division, 
was held at the Warsaw Public Library on May 6. Eleven libraries from 
Genesee, Orleans and Wyoming counties were represented at the day-long 
meeting. A total of 45 librarians and trustees attended. Each library 
participating in the meeting received a $100 collection of reference 
books provided by funds from the Federal Library Services Act. An ex- 
hibit collection of the reference books available was displayed at the 
workshop, and each library made its own selections after examining the 
books. Edgar Tompkins, Public Library Consultant of the Library Ex- 

. tension Division, was the workshop leader. The following libraries 

; from Wyoming County were represented: Arcade Free Library; Stevens 

Memorial Library, Attica; Eagle Free Library, Bliss; Perry Public Li- 
e brary; Pike Library; Warsaw Public Library; and Wyoming Free Circulating 
Library. 











Yates. The Woman's Study Club and Library at Dundee observed its 50th 
anniversary with an open house on May 9. 
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~—TRAYELING LIBRARIES 


FILMS FOR YOU - Suggested by Jack B. Spear 


Does your public library serve less than 10,900 people (by the 1950 
census)? If so, you may borrow many exciting 16 mm sound color films 
absolutely free for use by groups in your community. 


You don't have a projector in the library? Well, you're certainly 
the exception if you do--but the chances are very good that there is a 
projector in your town. Have you thought about borrowing one from the 
local school? Many churches, Granges and Volunteer Fire Associations 
have projectors of their own, and would be delighted to know that they 
could borrow free films for an occasional meeting simply by asking you 
to get them. 


"A movie projector looks like a complicated monster to me and I never 
could learn to run one," is a comment quite often heard. But--if you are 
able to borrow one, there is a person who does know how to operate it 
correctly and he'll probably be glad to help you out for the evening. In- 
cidentally, most of our high schools today have several lads well trained 
to operate one of these "monsters." 


Film showings do present some problems, but they're rather easily 
solved and extremely worthwhile, particularly when we consider the lasting 
values they bring to users of your library. Won't you give them a try? 
Simply write Traveling Libraries Film Library, Room 335, New York State 
Education Department, Albany 1, and ask for bookings of these wonderful 
films being purchased by funds from the Federal Library Services Act. 
Here's a sampling: 


From the Ridge to the River. 25 minutes. Color. 1956. Gives down-to- 
earth advice for combating floods and points up water conservation prac- 
tices along small streams. 


James Fenimore Cooper. 17 minutes. Black and white. 1949. Carefully 
portrays the exciting life of Cooper from a boy in Cooperstown to a dis- 
tinguished novelist living in Westchester County. Most any group would 
enjoy. 


A Place to Live. 24 minutes. Black and white. 1955. A thought-provoking 
study of the growing problem of housing for old people. 


Sibling Rivalries and Parents. (Child Development Series) 11 minutes. 
Black and white. 1956. Portrays a real-life family and illustrates how 
wise parents help smooth day-to-day problems as they arise. Excellent 
parent education and develops the theme of better family relations. 


Tree Portraits. 21 minutes. Color. 1955. A fascinating film biography 
of 20 forest trees common in New York State. Time lapse photography se- 
quences showing the growth of leaf buds and flowers in spring are truly 
inspiring. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


Bowker lectures on book publishing. R.R. Bowker, 1957. $5. 
The series of lectures honoring Richard Rogers Bowker, dis- 
tinguished editor and publisher, was broadly conceived "as an 
aid and stimulus to the study of book publishing in the United 
States and the mutual problems of authors, publishers, librar- 
ians, readers, all makers and users of books." Originally 


first 17 lectures, initiated in 1935, are now out of print 
with the exception of a few that were reprinted in other peri- 
odicals. Their availability now is a boon to librarians who 
are necessarily concerned with all aspects of the book and its 
use. 

Frederick Stokes' recollections since 1880 opens the volume 
which includes among its contributors: F.E. Compton, writing 
on subscription books; Elmer Davis, the economics of author- 
ship; Louise Seaman Bechtel, children's books; Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher, book clubs; Ken McCormick, editors today; Luther Evans, 
on copyright; Edward Weeks, the editorial function; Freeman 
Lewis, paperbounds; Dan Lacy, books and the future. Biograph- 
ical notes and an index aid in use. 

There is much to learn and ponder on here. The past decade 
has seen libraries and publishers working in closer unity for 
better readership. The Bowker lectures are highly recommended 
for the professional shelf and for the book-minded public. F.B. 


Lee, Robert. The library-sponsored discussion group. American 

Library Association, 1957. $1.25 paper 

Librarians with the look ahead will find stimulating and 
helpful this clear, well-printed, lively manual, stressing the 
library's influence on informed citizenship in our fast-moving 
world. If a discussion group is on your agenda for the first 
time, or if you are trying to improve the program in progress, 
you will profit by the experience of others, shared by the 
consultant for the ALA Library-Community Project. 

Arranged in four sections, the first, headed "The Basic 
Questions," considers the purpose of an organized group, the 
library's preparation for an additional service and the com- 
munity's need. Under "Methods" are discussed planning, pro- 
gramming, selection of materials, choice of a discussion lead- 
er, preparation of publicity, recruiting and conduct of the 
meeting. "Follow-Up Measures" suggests various services to 
the group and how to evaluate the series. The "Summary" af- 
firms the adventure of continued learning. 

There are diagrams illustrating arrangements for different- 
sized groups, a selected bibliography and appendixes. 

A valuable accompaniment for group participants is: Getting 


American Library Association, 5 copies, $1.00; 10 copies, $1.75; 
25 copies, $4. F.B. 
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